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The one where vou're standing in a room full of clorhed people and vou're in
nothing but your underwear! Being an artist is a lot like that. Everything we
do i1s pur on display and open to public praise or criticism. We create art so
that others can see it, Except, well...this.

This is the private stuff—rthe skerchbook stuff, che stuff you're not supposed
to see. | his is the man behind the curtain. Sometimes it's raw, sometimes ic's
rough, and it’s certamly not mtended for publication. It's pure stream of con-

sciousness; the sometimes-linear, sometimes-convoluted means to an end.

But maybe therein lies the charm—its rough edse, its rawness. And 15
rawness even a word! All | know is whenever | crack open a sketchbook,
people want to see it. And | know when | meer with other artises, | want
to see what's crawling through their brain—I| want to see their sketch-

book...their means to the end.

There are no portraits of my dogs, my family, or the trees in the backyard to
be found here. These are all thoughts and ideas for what | do...comics.

Like | said, chese doodles and thousghts were not meant for publishing,
but enough people have asked, so here you go. | quess part of the fun of
this sorc of ching is seeing how different the initial ideas can be from the
final printed stuff you may recognize. That's what | find interesting
about other artists’ skerchbooks.

Anyway, | hope you enjoy this quick look into the chought process. Just
recurn the favor for me, huh? Next cime I'm at a convention, gimme a peck at
vour sketchboole

e —

—Mare Silvestri
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CHARACTER DESICN

STRYKER h 2

Moan, this cakesme back; From prefty much the firsc-line doun, chesE were the
Cwvberforce characters. | was sa damn.proud of ‘em; | v wrote and © Mare
Silvestrn 1ggr” on dm

The thing | like-about Strvkeris that the firdt timc/ mose people saw him, they
assumed he was the wllain—and thac’s juse che effeer 1 was looking for, Four-ammed
characters have been done wo deach) but never asymmerrically likethis 1c's tngainls,
but it works for an image ghac’s visval v ®sirvking”— pun intended,
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CHARACTER DESIGN

A% RIPCLAW it

The only change Preally' made off thigs original design Wwis, inlretrospect,
precey obvious...even b redlized ic'would be tough for him to g6 tb the bath
rooms | changed the'slaws to more a P Termimater 1 -sevle ‘Hguid mecal, and
saved countless casreless jokis,

RIPCLAW i © ddwe “Srvmsrns S
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CHARACTER DESICGN

KILL]OY

The name says it all for this Willainéss. Throughout history, che death’s head has
been used as-a symbolinowarifdr intimidarion and putting doubt inthe mind of

vour enemy beforeche fighe even starcs. Somecimes, the harcle is wan before the
sword 15 drawn. That"shetgame and her lock—pure meimidacion.
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. . CHARAGTER DESIGN

VELOCITY -

She was the Cyberforce speedsrer, so | modified chis ariginal costume with an
asymmeerical lightming bolr across her body that gave her a kinetic feel. Even
standing scill, she seemed.in motion, and thar fir her personalioy 18 well.
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Hey, we already have ceramic heart valves and polvmer
replacement kneecaps, ri:.;hl:? | have chis notion chat in the
far-off future, humans have evolved to the point where
they're actually born with mechanical enhancements. This
"wvn lution was tonched an in aor Fua one-shor
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SARA PEZZINI
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MOVIEPITCH ART

INEERNO

Many people don't know that we developed Inferno as a comic and movie simul-
tancously. There's a screenplay right now at Warner Bros, This is one of my
favorite images from che pitch arc—our heroes on a river of blood ar che center of
Hell. | love chis underworld architecture—buildings fused with bones from giane,
long-dead beascs of Hell. This is a shot of the literal beating heare of hell! Oooo,
I just scared myself!
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VISUAL DEVELOPMENT
INFERNO DEMON

Consider him Sacan’s dog-walker. Visvally, a horned demon may be a bic cliché.
But cliché can speak to someone instantly—they see it, they get it. And vou just
can’t bear a badass guy with horns and hellhounda!
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CHARACTER SKETCH

JOHN DANTE

Some simple design concepis on one of the mam
characters from Infemo, Just orying to work out the
look of the armaor, 1 he ericky pare of any design hike
this is meshing aesthetics with functionalicy. And
here’s a few tarroo ideas chrown in as well.

CHARACTER .SI'-'ET{'_'.} {

She's the toral package—she can not only kick
vour ass, bur look grear doing it too. A tip for vou
arcisessl drew a side view of her boot just to make
sureé the design holds up from more than one
angle. What looks good from che fromc docsn's
always |ook good from the side, yknow. You
should alwayvs give vourself more than one view
on all your characters, just so you're surc the
design doesn’t fall apart on you.

INFERNO

CHARACTER

DESIGNS



http://www.pdfxviewer.com/
http://www.pdfxviewer.com/

CHARACTER DESICGNS

EVO SENTRY

This is one of the “future eops™ seen in our Eve one-shot, Eve was conceived of as a
tic-in o Cyberforce, so these are reminiscent of the SHOC troops of Cyberforce
Consider them the SHOC s of the future.
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COVER SKETCH
HEART OF DARKNESS

\ost people assume chat’s Sara Pezzini on the right in “Witchblade™ armor. Bue ic's
not. 1% Sara essentially “possessed” by the Darkness power. 5o she takes on the
appearance; sexy domine mask and all, of being one of |ackie’s minions—and one of his
better-looking minions at that. Being Jachie doesn'e suck.
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COVERSKETCH

?Dﬁ;RKN el 1!:1.9_

This design | call “a study in spheres.”
Wherever you look, all eyes are drawn
o, .. spheres, Lets just leave it as thar.

As an aside, the original art for this
piece | gave as a gift oo my wife,
Bridget, The Angelus, pictured
here, is her favorite characrer
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COVER
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COVER SKETCHES

DARKNESS i

| have to admit, | love drawing
Jackie Escacado, the Darkness. There
are 5o many things you can do wich
the character, design-wise and wich
poses, Tome to think of 16, my wife
might like cthat upper-lefr piece, too...
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CHARACTER SKETCHES

STRYKER

We have a new Scrvkeforce series coming in April
I'm totally stoked for—so stoked, chat | did che char-
acter designs myself. The core of the team s, of
course, Morgan Stryvker, the cybemetic soldier. |
went for a look this cime chat was screamlined, less
clunksy, less imduserial, and more organic. | wanced
him to [ook “bio mechanical,® the human equivalent
of the H.R. Giger Alien, The metal is still there, but
it's mecal |1|='.1:|:4 meo skin.

STRYKEFORCE
HARACTER

DESIGNS
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CHARACTER SKETCH

{}TIA KATAN A‘:,-.

Tia Katana 15 part of the April
Strvkeforce launch, but...she's actoally
an old character in a way. e had this
design im my sketchbook for years, and
Fve just been waitimg for the nght ome
e pull her out, | lowve the idea of this sexy

character with the great smake tattoo,
and the tatroo’s ability to tum into a
weapon once taken off. Kind of leaves her
naked though. I'll have to work the bugs
out on that one.
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CHARACTER SKETCH

She’s the invisiblefespionage element of the Servkeforce team, and vou can call her iy
version of the high-tech Dhaisy Duke, What she's weanng is recognizable as clothing,
but is still highly sexov and functional. Well, as much as a pair of LJaisy Duke shores
can be functional,

SLQ/
CHARACTER DESIGNS
STRVYICEFCIREE
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He's a telekinetic, and the “plava® of the Servkeforce ceam. Llepending on vour poine
of view, he's either silkyv-smooth or greasy-slick, Either way, the design reflects chac
He can go from a special forces op to a 310,000 blackjack cable in Vegas in a heartbeat
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CHARACTER SKETCH

BLACK ANVIL

| reworked Black Anwil just ever so slightly for the new Strykeforce book
More than anything, | love the character’s attitude, and sense of humor. As
much as possible, | try to ger that across in his look, so thar the picture does
rell a srory. Can you imagme him as a tvke in a baby scroller! 1].»11~.L'|;-r if he
looks like the mother or the facher!

-

BLACK ANVIL
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VISUAL DEVELOPMENT

UNIVERSE HELLTRAIN

This 12 the crain from Linwerse char brought che most damned of che dammed co
the deepest recesses of Hell. In the carlier desians at the top, | was thinking more
along the lines of a rail-bound hot rod. By the tme it was finalized at the bottom, it
was definicely an old-school steam engime. There's noching smooth or quier abour

this—just pure noise and brutal horsepower.



http://www.pdfxviewer.com/
http://www.pdfxviewer.com/

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

U-MEN/GIANT ANTS

Something old, something new. ..

I"ve qot a four issue Mew X-Men run starting this month, returming mvself to the scene
of the evime ar Marvel. Grant Maorrison is wacing, and he's gor an imagination that runs
a mile a minute. ..talking whales, giant ants, futuristic cites, vou name ic. 1e's really filled
up my skerchbooks, Here's a look at my wversion of Grant's “LU-Men,” the
human/mutant hybnds. ..and of course, some giane ants,

M-Mhen and all relaved characeers: ™ and B 2oog, Marvel Charserers, Inz. Wsed wich permissian.
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CHARACTER DESIGN

PHOENIX

LWeay, here's what vou want to see: Some characrer scudies char gor me back in the
flow co draw che Phoenix, both as |ean Grey, and i full resplendent Phoenix glor.

XeoMen and all relared characeers: ™ and © 1004, Marvel Characiers, Inc. Used with permission
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IONNI NITRO

Mo lie: | directed a movie, [ind of.

lonmi Mitro was an Incernet film for ervprorcom. | directed and drew all the sto
rvboards, which was a lot of fun. The main difference berween draving storvboards
and drawing for comics 15 that you draw a LOT of “in-between™ shots yvou'd skip
for comics. But it’s necessary for any kind of film work to get every shot, every prop,
every angle and every locarion, Time 15 money in film and no one bas the time to sit
on ser and wonder what the next shot will be.

SHOT 2 - EPISODE 2 (PG.1)

INT. EMERGERCY ROOM - WIGHT
[JOMMI IS BRUSHED IN OM GURNEY)

HOTES:
*« FOLLOW STORYBOARD,
* REAR DOUBLE DOOR 8 STRAWDDGS .
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" "JAY FAERBER IS THE BEST WRITER YOU MIGHT NOT BE READING, AND
| HE FINALLY GETS TO CUT LOOSE ON STRYKEFORCE, A PERFECT BLEND OF

/' CHARACTER
AND ACTION.” -, BRIAN K. VAUGHAN

SPECIAL SNEAK PREVIEW



http://www.pdfxviewer.com/
http://www.pdfxviewer.com/

-E

PEGIAL SNEAK PREVIE



http://www.pdfxviewer.com/
http://www.pdfxviewer.com/

Il_.-"'_ 1 BOUND OUSt
ELVR THEYRR TIPS )
| uP wWiTH CHAsE, WeRe

Dl T WEPD TIA
| |-F|?\-l

& B AOUTE. )

AO0T OF S8 YU i
MO T THOLGHT oLl |
| BAID V0L WPEE Al 1 .
- _ i <10 B
kL | 14 |,q,__ nw-.d\-.ﬁ:_.frrl J __.'
MO B FAR

BLIT T DOST WANT

FC PREEE MY LLUCK

H IBEY L ST
wl’—"'q:’_"'

|
_ﬁ T THIK I CUT
] WALKPE A l.l'-l:
™ HERE
-l_. —wog— I'r"f
- ¥
HELS L ‘"\I "'r'lr.l'f""

FLE. SR
A R r Vil
i"a' 3

o v E - -

L g

‘-"—""'I:h' COLLEASLIE -
FOUR CIOWPANY R FD
ol "'-:l COME AND ST

¥t |-1|-._‘1I|:"-A.|i
FLAT I'I.-ﬂE""-'\.'-'-‘E DO
SO CHEAR P FRACT
-

PEGIAL SNEAK PREVIE



http://www.pdfxviewer.com/
http://www.pdfxviewer.com/

!: I-'I"I-'. ﬂl H.ﬁ'
[
4
- v
v 1 g
Iy

PEGIAL SNEAK PREVIE



http://www.pdfxviewer.com/
http://www.pdfxviewer.com/

PEGIAL SNEAK PREVIE
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